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tage to themselves but also some pledge that a new order of
things so solidly established muSt have come to Stay.

On the Euphrates west of Bagdad there was little to be done
for the moment and it was not until Sir Harry Brooking's
successful push in November 1917 had brought about the
Capture of Ramadi that the tribal Sheikhs of that area began to
come in.

On the middle Euphrates, from the Hindiyeh barrage to
Samawa, the position was a curious one. Not a single British
soldier was located south of the barrage until December^iy ;
nevertheless that area being the centre of an important grain
growing diStriA, irrigated by the Euphrates canals, could not
in the interests of the Army be altogether negle&ed and a
Political Officer had accordingly been sent to Hillah in May
1917, His authority however did not extend to Diwaniyeh
and southward thereof, where the local Sheikhs, after their
visit to me on our first entry into Bagdad, had to be left pretty
much to their own devices. It was typical of our slender hold
on the middle Euphrates during this first summer that a
small Turkish detachment which on our occupation at
Bagdad had found itself isolated at Diwaniyeh and unable to
get away with the retreating army, held out there until the end
of August- It was commanded by a fire-eating Circassian, who
having shot his superior officers when they showed a disposi-
tion to surrender, had barricaded himself and his party in a
caravan-serai on the river bank and completely terrorised the
inhabitants, who regarded their unwelcome gueSt and his
bomb-throwing men with no little dismay and made several
attempts to oust them leSl their presence should involve the
town in hostilities with us. It was only when a visitation from
some air-craft convinced him that the game was up that he
surrendered with the 30 odd men who had Stood by him to
the end. On his arrival at Bagdad I had occasion to inter-
view this gentleman and learnt that he considered that the
Turks having forgotten him and left him completely in the
lurch, he was now free to offer himself for service eithe? wkh
us or with the Arab Army in Hejas. His artless overture
could not however be accepted and as an officer-priso&er he



517